
 

Dear   Clairemont   Families, 
 
I   am   reaching   out   to   our   families,   present   and   future,   to   let   you   know   about   some   of   the   the   amazing   things   we 
accomplished   over   the   past   2   years.      I   also   want   to   share   a   little   bit   about   the   bright   future   we   have   at   Marston 
Middle   School.      I   look   forward   to   serving   your   family   at   Marston   Middle   School! 
 

-      Jon   Gollias,   Marston   Middle   School   Principal 

 

Marston   offers   the   most   S.T.E.A.M.   courses! 
Marston   is   truly   unique   because   our   students   have   an 
exploration   course   and   an   elective   course   -   every   day! 
Students   choose   1   to   2   electives   from   a   list   of   10   and 
also   choose   12   exploration   courses   from   a   list   of   50. 
Over   the   past   2   years,   Marston   added    seven    new 
elective   courses:   Choir,   Visual   Art,   Theater,   TV   Studio, 
Graphic   Design,   Computer   Science   and   Engineering   (a 
Project   Lead   the   Way    automation   course).      These   new 
elective   courses   complement   the   existing,   popular 
elective   courses   of   orchestra,   band,construction   and 
Spanish.      Marston   also   added   many   new    exploration 
courses   including:   Yearbook,   Coding,   Lego   League 
Robotics,   Futsal,   Entrepreneurship,   Medical   Sciences 
and   Karakuri   Mechanical   Toys.  

 

 

 

 

Marston   has   the   BEST   learning   environment!       Marston   has 
partnered   with   the   Capturing   Kids’   Hearts   Institute   the   past   two   years 
to   help   build   effective,   meaningful   and   productive   relationships   with 
students.      Marston   has   launched   new   clubs   and   programs   to   help 
educate   and   empower   our   students   to   make   positive   changes   in   our 
school   and   out   in   the   community.      Over   the   past   two   years   we 
launched:   Peer   Leaders   Uniting   Students,   Student   Council, 
Gay-Straight   Alliance,   Volunteer   Community   Service   Core   and   Ally 
Action.      We   also   created   many   new   intervention   courses   for   students 
who   need   additional   social-emotional   help.      These   new   programs 
include:   Why   Try,   Motivated   Mariners,   PRYDE,   Say   San   Diego   and 
Project   AWARE.      The   combination   of   clear   expectations,   caring   adults 
and   comprehensive   programs   has   resulted   in   a   22%   reduction   in 
behavioral   incidents   and   a   34%   reduction   in   suspensions.  

 



Our   student   achievement   has   been   increasing   rapidly!       We   are 
now   above   the   State   average   in   all   State   assessments.      Our   SBAC 
scores   increased   by   8   percentage   points   in   English   and   13   percentage 
points   in   Math.      That’s   over   100   Marston   students   going   from   below 
standards   to   meeting/exceeding   standards!      We   increased   our   8th 
grade   promotion   participation   requirements   in   2016   and   still   managed 
to   increase   our   eligibility   rate   from   74%   to   91%.      All   learners   have   been 
improving   on   campus.      The   number   of   students   passing   all   classes 
increased   by   seven   percentage   points   which   is   approximately   50 
students!      Our   reclassification   rates   for   English   Learners   has   been   a 
robust   40%   for   the   past   two   years.      The   number   of   students   making   the 
honor   roll   has   also   steadily   increased   and   we   are   expecting   even 
bigger   gains   this   school   year.      None   of   these   achievements   could   have 
been   accomplished   without   high-quality   instruction,   strong   support 
systems   and   effective   school-home   partnerships.   

 

We   are   improving   our   facilities!       We   have   a   new   robotics   room   and 
a   new   engineering   room.         The   engineering   room   has   new   paint,   new 
furniture,   new   computers,   two   3D   printers,   a   laser   cutter,   a   vinyl   cutter 
and   a   computer   numeric   control   (CNC)   machine.      Our   new   computer 
science   lab   has   all   new   computers   and   is   awaiting   new   furniture   and 
paint.      Our   new   fitness   center   has   new   Hoist   multifunction   machines 
and   is   awaiting   paint   and   big   screen   monitors.      Our   safety   upgrades 
include   a   new   perimeter   fence   and   an   external   public   address 
system.      Air   conditioning   will   be   installed   by   February   of   2018.      We 
expect   to   start   the    Whole   Site   Modernization    process   this   school   year 
in   which   Marston   will   design   20   million   dollars   of   renovations   in 
conjunction   with   Propositions   S   and   Z. 

 

The   word   is   getting   out   in   the   neighborhood!       Our   neighborhood 
enrollment   and   has   increased   for   the   past   4   years,   both   in   the 
number   of   students   attending   Marston   and   the   percentage   of 
Marston   that   is   from   the   neighborhood.  
 

Current   5th   grade   families   are   encouraged   to   choose   Marston   today! 
By   committing   to   Marston   now   you   will   help   your   child   get   his/her 
preferred   elective   class,   preferred   advanced   class   (if   applicable)   and 
also   help   ensure   that   Marston   is   sufficiently   staffed   prior   to   the   start 
of   the   2018-2019   school   year.   

 

Please   join   us   for   a   tour   on   the   following   dates! 

October   6th   10:00   a.m.   -   11:30   a.m. 
Traditional   Informational   Tour  

(Presentation   by   Principal   followed   by 
a   tour   of   the   campus)  

October   20th   9:00   a.m.   -   11:15   a.m. 
Special   “Classroom   Only”   Tour  

(No   presentation,   just   visit   inside 
classrooms)  

November   2nd   10:00   a.m.   -   11:30   a.m. 
Traditional   Informational   Tour  

(Presentation   by   Principal   followed   by   a 
tour   of   the   campus)  

 


